Home oxygen fire deaths

An international comparison of fatalities from home oxygen fires: 2013-2017

In 2018 a Freedom of Information request was sent to all local health service organisations (Clinical Commissioning Groups) in
England. It requested details of fire incidents and fatalities involving home oxygen in the five years from 2013 and 2017. Nearly
three-quarters (73%) responded. We compared the results with the US and Japan.

Home oxygen patient population

us Japan’ England

1.5m 160,000 31,000

Home oxygen fire fatalities per year

100 5 028

() A ()

Fatalities per 100,000 patients

Wit 66 MII33 1034

o

19Xﬁ e

10 /ﬁ‘ Firebreaks (thermal fuses)
X m became mandatory in

There are almost 20 tinks: - v There are almost 10 times more England and Wales.
more home oxygen fire N home oxygen fire fatalities in Other patient safety initiatives,
fatalities in the US compared Japan compared with the including patient education and
with the same patient - same patient population risk assessments, also followed.
population in England. ' in England.

! L

. =] 'Ef?f)i\i

{Q‘-\ ; 15} * Where firebreaks were not universally mandatory

. . .‘,, 2 ** 1 death was reported among 73% of the patient population (2013-17)
The ﬁgures suggest that the best praCtlce : Sources: National Fire Protection Association (US).

adopted in England since 2006 — including NB. US fatality figures are best estimates based on media reports
National Health Service (UK), Japanese Medical

the universal use of oxygen firebreaks —

» Gas Association
has a dramatic impact on patient safety.
wlty
Quality you can trust Tel: +44 (01623628 281 For a copy of the report visit
, people you can count on. _ .
Sales@bprmedlcal.com THE QUEEN'S AWARDS

MEDICAL GAS CONTROL www.bprmedical.com #needafirebreak o



